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Raul Salinas de Gortari, the embattled brother of former President Carlos Salinas de Gortari
(1988-1974), won an appeal to have a murder conviction overturned. In a decision announced in
early June, a three-member appellate court (Segundo Tribunal Colegiado del Segundo Circuito en
Materia Penal) ruled that Raul Salinas was sent to jail without sufficient evidence.
Salinas was arrested in 1995 on charges that he planned the murder of his former brother-in-law
Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu (see SourceMex, 1995-03-08). Ruiz Massieu, then secretary-general of
the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), was gunned down as he emerged from a fund-raising
event in Mexico City in September 1994 (see SourceMex, 1994-10-05).
Ruiz Massieu was once married to Adriana Salinas de Gortari.
In 1999, a federal judge found Raul Salinas guilty of plotting Ruiz Massieu's murder and sentenced
him to 50 years in prison, the maximum allowed by Mexican law (see SourceMex, 1999-01-27).
Salinas' attorneys appealed the sentence on the grounds that the government presented bogus
evidence against their client. Authorities later admitted that they paid several hundred thousand
pesos to the family of the man who implicated Salinas in the murder. Following the appeal, a court
reduced Salinas' prison term to 27 years.
At that time, the court ruled that prosecutors had not shown a motive for his involvement in the
killing. Salinas' legal team, led by Alonso Aguilar Zinser and Jose Luis Nassar Daw, continued the
appeal process, finally convincing the appeals court to fully exonerate its client.

Salinas, victim's family insist charges were fabricated
The court did not offer a detailed explanation for its decision to overturn the conviction against Raul
Salinas, but his lawyers said the ruling confirmed that their client was not involved in the death of
Ruiz Massieu. "It's definitive...the last word," said chief defense lawyer Aguilar Zinser. "Raul Salinas
is innocent." Raul Salinas labeled by some of the Mexican media as the "inconvenient brother"
because of his reputation for corruption and his alleged ties to drug traffickers has insisted all along
that the charges against him were fabricated.
Marisela Ruiz Massieu, sister of the victim, said her family never believed that Raul Salinas was
behind the murder of her brother, known to his family as Pepe. The decision to jail Raul Salinas,
she said, was the result of a vendetta by then President Ernesto Zedillo (1994-2000) against his
predecessor's brother.
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Claudia Ruiz Massieu, the victim's daughter, accused special prosecutor Pablo Chapa Bezanilla of
fabricating the charges against Raul Salinas. "For 10 years, the Ruiz Massieu family has demanded
that the government clarify Pepe's murder," said Marisela Ruiz Massieu. "Now that they have
decided that [Raul Salinas] was not responsible, we have to ask ourselves who did kill him."
The Ruiz Massieu family's request appears to have captured the attention of the Fox government.
Shortly after the Appellate Court cleared Raul Salinas, an administration spokesperson said the
Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR) would review the case to determine whether it should
be reopened. "The PGR is contemplating the possibility of trying to find the intellectual author
of this crime if, as the courts have determined, Raul Salinas was not the responsible party," said
presidential spokesman Ruben Aguilar Valenzuela. The Ruiz Massieu family suffered its share of
tragedies in the 1990s.
In 1999, Mario Ruiz Massieu committed suicide in the US two days before his scheduled
arraignment there on charges of money laundering (see SourceMex, 1999-09-22). Mario was in
charge of the PGR's anti-drug programs during Carlos Salinas' administration.
Some political observers suggested that, if the government reopens the investigation into the Ruiz
Massieu murder, the same attention should be given to the assassination of then presidential
candidate Luis Donaldo Colosio that same year. Colosio was killed while campaigning in a poor
neighborhood of Tijuana (see SourceMex, 1994-03-30).
A series of special investigations have concluded that Colosio's killer acted alone, but skeptics say
that the murder was the result of a plot and that others are implicated (see SourceMex, 1997-07-30,
1999-04-07 and 2004-03-24). "If authorities want to get to the bottom of this situation, reopening
the case dealing with Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu's death should be followed by reopening the
investigation into Luis Donaldo Colosio's murder," said Carlos Ramirez, a columnist for the Mexico
City business daily newspaper El Financiero.

Salinas still faces charges of illicit enrichment
The Appellate Court's ruling would normally have paved the way for Raul Salinas to be given a clear
release from prison. However, the ex-president's brother is still facing embezzlement and illegalenrichment charges (see SourceMex, 2002-08-07). Because of that, he had to post a surety bond of 32
million pesos (US$2.96 million).
The Swiss government found several bank accounts opened by Raul Salinas under a false name with
hundreds of millions of dollars of unknown origin. Swiss authorities then proceeded to confiscate
US$114 million from Salinas' Swiss accounts (see SourceMex, 1998-10-28).
The Swiss efforts to prosecute Raul Salinas on charges of laundering drug profits have come up
empty, however. After a seven-year investigation, Swiss authorities acknowledged they were unable
to uncover sufficient evidence against Raul Salinas and thus have not been able to bring the case
to trial. Salinas still faces money-laundering charges in France, where some of his money passed
through en route to banks in Switzerland.
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French authorities last year issued an arrest warrant for Raul and his brother Enrique through
Interpol. The cases are due to come to trial in France this year. Enrique was murdered in late 2004,
in a case apparently unrelated to the pending charges in France (see SourceMex, 2005-01-26). In an
interview with the London-based Financial Times, the Paris prosecutor's office said the release of
Raul Salinas from the Mexican prison could help French efforts to proceed with the case against the
former president's brother.
Had he remained in prison, Raul Salinas would not have been able to attend a trial in France to
defend himself. Even so, French prosecutors doubt that Raul Salinas will voluntarily travel to
France to face trial or that the Mexican government will turn him over to French authorities. Still,
presidential spokesperson Aguilar said Mexico would give full consideration to any requests
presented by France in the Salinas case.
In a separate interview with The Financial Times, Raul Salinas admitted that accumulating US
$100 million in Swiss accounts was "unethical," but he denied that the money was linked to drug
trafficking. The money, he said, belonged to other Mexican entrepreneurs who had asked him to
set up an investment fund in Switzerland. He called for the funds, which remain under the control
of the Swiss government, to be returned to their rightful owners. Folco Galli, a spokesman for
Switzerland's Justice Ministry, said the Swiss government would retain control of the money until a
final ruling on the illicit-enrichment charges is handed down in Mexico.
Aguilar said the Mexican government has requested that Raul Salinas' accounts remain frozen.
Banking experts said the Mexican government has been reluctant to claim the money in Raul
Salinas' accounts because such an action could have deep political implications. "The basic problem
is that you'd have to open the whole can of worms of the Carlos Salinas de Gortari government,"
Jerome Levinson, a former general counsel at the Inter-American Development Bank (IADB), told
The Dallas Morning News. "I think everybody has agreed the can of worms is politically so explosive
that we won't try to get to the bottom of this."
Raul Salinas' lawyers initially said their client did not have the funds to post the surety bond,
but Carlos Salinas and other relatives helped raise the money to cover the bond. Among those
contributing financially was orchestra director Horacio Franco, who scheduled a special benefit
concert for Raul Salinas. Upon his release, Raul Salinas granted interviews to several news
organizations to plead the case that he was innocent. "The legal truth is the historical truth," he said.
Observers said Salinas was very skillful in winning sympathy from the media. "He used the first
day of liberty to promote his innocence and play the victim card," said Agencia de noticias Proceso
(apro). Investigation of murder of Enrique Salinas moves forward The Appellate Court decision is
the latest in a string of developments that has brought the Salinas family intense media coverage.
In December 2004, the Salinas family made headlines after Enrique Salinas de Gortari was found
dead of suffocation in his automobile. Authorities immediately ruled the death a murder, but were
not able to offer further information. As the investigation progressed, authorities discovered that
the victim's attorney Mariano de Jesus Flores and businessman Jose Ricardo Iturbide, a friend of
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May, Mexico state attorney general Alfonso Navarrette Prida announced the house arrest of Flores
and Hernandez Iturbide in connection with an attempt to extort US$2.9 million from Salinas.
The prosecutor said the two suspects tried unsuccessfully to transfer the funds out of Enrique
Salinas' account. Salinas' former girlfriend Hilda Denecken Cacharro was also subpoenaed to testify
in the case because she failed to tell investigators about key details of the events leading up to
his death. Denecken, who fled to San Diego, California, has received immunity from arrest, but a
Mexican court said she is still obligated to testify. [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are
based on the Interbank rate in effect on June 15, reported at 10.80 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: The
Herald-Mexico City, 05/13/05, 06/10/05, 06/14/05; The Dallas Morning News, Los Angeles Times,
06/10/05; Spanish news service EFE, 05/12/05, 06/09-11/05, 06/14/05; Notimex, 06/01/05, 06/09/05,
06/14/05; Reuters, Agencia de noticias Proceso, 06/09/05, 06/14/05; La Crisis, 05/13/05, 06/10/05,
06/11/05, 06/13/05, 06/15/05; La Cronica de Hoy, 05/13/05, 05/14/05, 06/10/05, 06/11-13/05, 06/15/05;
El Universal, 05/14/05, 06/10-13/05, 06/15/05; Copley News Service, 06/09/05, 06/10/05, 06/15/05; The
Financial Times, El Financiero, 06/10/05, 06/15/05; La Jornada, 06/10-5/05; The New York Times,
06/11/05, 06/15/05; E-Once Noticias, 06/15/05)
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